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            3. Duped by Gibeonites (9:1-27) 

     “The Gibeonites knew that their neighbors were fighting a losing battle, for God was fighting for 

Israel, and no army could resist Him.  So they decided to use guile instead of muscle. If Satan does 

not defeat you by coming as the devouring lion (1 Pet. 5:8-9), he will try again as the deceiving 

serpent (2 Cor. 11:3).” [Wiersbe, With the Word, p. 134] 

a. A Coalition (9:1-2)  

     “...When the host of Israel actually entered Western Palestine, and began their conquest by the 

destruction of Jericho and Ai, the inhabitants seem to have plucked up courage, and begun to 

consider what could be done in self-defense. It is very probable that they found considerable 

encouragement from what happened at Ai. There it had been seen that Israel was not invincible. 

Insignificant though Ai was, its people had been able to repel with great success the first attack of 

the Israelites. And though they had been destroyed in the second, this was achieved only by the 

combined influence of stratagem and an overwhelming force. The supernatural power under 

which Jericho had fallen had not been shown at Ai, and might not come into play in the future. 

There was therefore yet a chance for the Canaanites, if they should combine and act in concert. 

Steps were therefore taken for such a union. The kings or chiefs who occupied the hills, or central 

plateau of the country; those of the valleys, interspersed between the mountains; and those 

occupying the Shephelah, or maritime plains of Philistia, Sharon, and Phoenicia; — all the 

nations comprised under the well-known names Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, 

Hivites, and Jebusites, entered into a league of defense, and prepared to confront Joshua and the 

Israelites with a determined resistance.” [Blaikie, p. 685] 

     “The news of Israel's victory had flown over all the mountains and valleys of Canaan; and yet 

those heathenish kings and people are mustered together against them. They might have seen 

themselves in Jericho and Ai, and have well perceived it was not an arm of flesh that they must 

resist; yet they gather their forces, and say, Tush, we shall speed better. It is madness in a man not 

to be warned, but to run upon the point of those judgments wherewith he sees others miscarry, 

and not to believe till he cannot recover.” [Hall I, p. 2256] 

     “Hitherto the Canaanites had acted defensively; the Israelites were the aggressors upon Jericho 

and Ai. But here the kings of Canaan are in consultation to attack Israel, and concert matters for a 

vigorous effort of their united forces to check the progress of their victorious arms." [Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary II, p. 39] 

     "Now that the conquest of Jericho had given such a pregnant proof of God's power, and that of 

Ai of Israel's policy, one would have thought the end of their consultation should be, not to fight 

with Israel, but to make peace with them, and to gain the best terms they could for themselves. 

This would have been their wisdom (Luke 14:32), but their minds were blinded, and their hearts 

hardened to their destruction.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 40] 

     “Though they were many kings of different nations, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, etc., 

doubtless of different interests, and that had often been at variance one with another, yet they 

determined...unanimously, to unite against Israel.” [Matthew Henry's Commentary II, p. 40] 

               b. A Deception (9:3-13) Cf. Genesis 3:1-13; II Thessalonians 2:9-10 

     “Gibeon, capital of Hivites.... ‘From its situation it would have been the next prey on which 

the Israelite host would have sprung.’ ⎯ Stanley.” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 579] 

     “There was one native community, however, that determined to follow another course. The 

Gibeonites were a branch of the Hivite race, inhabiting the town of Gibeon, and some other 

prominent towns in the great central plateau of the country.... They had faith enough to 

understand what would be the inevitable result of that, and therein they were right, and the 

confederate kings were wrong. On the other hand, they were not prepared to make an honest and 

unconditional surrender. They probably knew that the orders under which Joshua was acting 



called on him to destroy all the people of the land, and they had no assurance that, being of the 

doomed nations, open submission would secure their lives. They resolved therefore to proceed by 

stratagem. A detachment was appointed to wait on Joshua at his camp at Gilgal, as if they were 

ambassadors from a distant country, and represent to him in pious tone that they had come from 

afar, ‘because of the name of the Lord his God, having heard the fame of Him, and all that He did 

in Egypt, and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon 

King of Heshbon, and to Og King of Bashan.’ They came with the desire to show respect to the 

people whose God was so powerful, and to be allowed, though far off, to live at peace with them. 

Then they presented their credentials, as it were; showing the old sacks, the shriveled bottles, the 

musty bread they had brought with them, and the clouts upon their feet and ragged garments 

which attested the great length of their journey. ‘Those old Gibeonites,’ says the ‘Land and the 

Book,’ ‘did indeed “work wilily” with Joshua. Nothing could be better calculated to deceive than 

their devices. I have often thought that their ambassadors, as described in the narrative, furnish 

one of the finest groups imaginable for a painter; with their old sacks on their poor asses; their 

wine bottles of goat skin, patched and shriveled up in the sun, old, rent, and bound up; old shoes 

and clouted upon their feet; old garments, ragged and bedraggled, with bread dry and moldy, — 

the very picture of an over-traveled and wearied caravan from a great distance. It is impossible to 

transfer to paper the ludicrous appearance of such a company. No wonder that, having tasted their 

moldy victuals, and looked upon their soiled and travel-worn costume, Joshua and the elders were 

deceived, especially as they did not wait to ask counsel at the mouth of the Lord. 

     “It was just the completeness of the disguise that threw Joshua and the men of Israel off their 

guard. For at first the idea did occur to them that the strangers might be neighbors, and therefore 

of the nations that they were called on to destroy. On closer inspection, however, that seemed out 

of the question; indeed, the supposition was so utterly preposterous that it was deemed hardly 

fitting to bring the matter before the Lord. It is as plain as day, Joshua and the eiders would 

reason; the evidence of what they say is beyond question; theirs is no case of perplexity requiring 

us to go to God; we may surely exercise our common sense and make a league with these far-

traveled men. In a short time they will be back in their own country, far beyond our boundaries, 

and the only effect of their visit and of our league will be a fresh tribute to the name and power of 

Jehovah, a fresh testimony to His presence with us, and a fresh pledge that He will bear us to 

success in the enterprise in which we are engaged. And when the confederate kings that are now 

leaguing against us hear that this distant people have come to us to propitiate our favor, they will 

be struck by a new terror and will be the more easily subdued.” [Blaikie, p. 685-686] 

     “Only the Hivites are wiser than their fellows, and will rather yield and live.... As Rahab saved 

her family in this midst of Jericho, so these four cities preserved themselves in the midst of 

Canaan; and both of them, by believing what God would do.... It may have more pleasure, it 

cannot have so much safety, to follow the multitude.... There is no wisdom in staying till a 

judgment come home to us.... I comment their wisdom in seeking peace; I do not comment their 

falsehood in the manner of seeking it... But as the faith of Rahab is so rewarded, that her lie is not 

punished; so the fraud of these Gibeonites is not an equal match to their belief, since the name of 

the Lord God of Israel brought them to this suit of peace.” [Hall I, p. 256-257] 

     “Here are old sacks, old bottles, old shoes, old garments, old bread.” [Hall I, p. 257] 

     “(5) clouted, patched.” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 579] 

     The Gibeonites “‘represent themselves as not having yet heard of the aggression of Western 

Palestine, only of the bygone conquest of the Amorite kings beyond the Jordan.’ ⎯ Stanley” in 

Gray & Adams Bible Commentary II, p. 580] 

     “Let us come, in the old rags of our vileness, to the true Joshua and make our truce with him: 

we may live, yea we shall live.” [Hall I, p. 258] 

     “Their clothes and their tongues agreed together; and both disagree with the truth.” [Hall I, p. 

259] 



     “In the Gibeonites there was faith — a belief that Israel was under the protection of a 

remarkable Divine power, under a Divine promise the truth of which even Balaam had very 

recently acknowledged — ‘I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.’... 

But in their way of securing exemption from the effects of His displeasure, the grossest 

superstition appeared. They were to gain their object by deceit. They were to get Him to favor 

them above their neighbors through an elaborate system of fraud, through a tissue of lies, through 

unmitigated falsehood. What a strange conception of God! What blindness to His highest 

attributes, — His holiness and His truth! What amazing infatuation to suppose that they could 

secure His blessing through acts fitted to provoke His utmost displeasure! What a miserable God 

men fashion to themselves when they simply invest Him with almighty power, or perhaps 

suppose Him to be moved by whims and prejudices and favoritisms like frail man, but omit to 

clothe Him with His highest glory — forget that ‘justice and judgment are the habitation of His 

throne, mercy and truth go before His face.’... 

     “‘A lying tongue is but for a moment;’ and the Gibeonite fraud lived just three days. Then it 

was discovered by Joshua that the Gibeonites lived in the immediate neighborhood. But before 

that, he had made peace with them, and entered into a league to let them live, and the princes of 

the congregation had confirmed it by an oath. Nothing could have been more provoking than to 

discover that they had been duped and swindled.... They had trusted in their own hearts when they 

ought to have sought guidance from above. The trouble was their own creation; they were alone 

to blame....  

     “We cannot but respect the way in which Joshua and the princes acted when they discovered 

the fraud.... He and the princes had such respect for the sanctity of an oath that, even when they 

discovered that they had been grossly deceived, they would not resile from it.... The fact that the 

name of the. Lord God of Israel had been invoked in the oath sworn to the Gibeonites constrained 

them to abide by the transaction. It is a good sign of their spirit that they were so jealous of the 

honor of their God, and of the sanctity of their oath. They came out of the transaction with more 

honor than we should have expected.... They carried out that great canon of true religion — first 

and foremost giving ‘glory to God in the highest.’” [Blaikie, p. 686-687] 

     “All Eastern nations get the character of being deceitful; but indeed the weed may be said to 

flourish in every soil where it has not been rooted out by living Christianity. But if it be peculiarly 

characteristic of Eastern nations, is it not remarkable how constantly it is rebuked in the Bible, 

even though that book sprang from an Eastern soil? No doubt the record of the Bible abounds 

with instances of deceit, but its voice is always against them. And its instances are always 

instructive. Satan gained nothing by deceiving our first parents. Jacob was well punished for 

deceiving Isaac. David’s misleading of the high priest when he fled from Saul involved ultimately 

the slaughter of the whole priestly household. Ananias and Sapphira had an awful experience 

when they lied unto the Holy Ghost. All through the Bible it is seen that lying lips are an 

abomination to the Lord, but they that deal truly are His delight. And when our blessed Lord 

comes to show us the perfect life, how free He is from the slightest taint or vestige of deceit! How 

beautifully transparent is His whole life and character! No little child with his honest smile and 

open face was ever more guileless. In the light of that perfect example, who among us does not 

blush for our errors — for our many endeavors to conceal what we have done, to appear better 

than we were, to seem to be pleasing God when we were pleasing ourselves, or to be aiming at 

God’s glory when we were really consulting for our own interests? Is it possible for us ever to be 

worthy of such a Lord? First, surely, we must go to His cross, and, bewailing all our 

unworthiness, seek acceptance through His finished work. And then draw from His fullness, even 

grace for grace; obtain through the indwelling of His Spirit that elixir of life which will send a 

purer life-blood through our souls, and assimilate us to Him of whom His faithful apostle wrote: 

‘He did not sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.’” [Blaikie, p. 688] 



     "...We are tempted...more by the wiles of Satan than by his open assaults; more by the 

deceitfulness of sin than by its declared war.... A black devil is less to be dreaded than a white one." 

[Meyer, Joshua, p. 115] 

     “The Gibeonites desire to make peace with Israel, being alarmed by the tidings they heard of 

the destruction of Jericho, v. 3. Other people heard those tidings, and were irritated thereby to 

make war upon Israel; but the Gibeonites heard them and were induced to make peace with them. 

Thus the discovery of the glory and grace of God in the gospel is to some a savor of life unto life, 

but to others a savor of death unto death, 2 Corinthians 2:16. The same sun softens wax and 

hardens clay.... The inhabitants of Gibeon did well for themselves." [Matthew Henry's 

Commentary II, p. 40] 

     “They knew that all the inhabitants of the land of Canaan were to be cut off... and therefore 

there was no way of saving their lives from the sword of Israel unless they could, by disguising 

themselves, make Joshua believe that they came from some very country, which the Israelites 

were not commanded to make war upon nor forbidden to make peace with, but were particularly 

appointed to offer peace to, Deuteronomy 20:10, 15.... This therefore is the only game they have 

to play, and…they play it very artfully.... (1) They come under the character of ambassadors from 

a foreign state.... (2) They pretended to have undergone the fatigues of a very long journey, and 

produced what passed for an ocular demonstration of it.... They...pretended that their provision, 

when they brought it from home, was fresh and new, but now it appeared to be old and dry, 

whereas it might well be presumed they had not loitered, but made the best of their way; so that 

hence it must be inferred that they came, as they said they did, from a very far country: their 

sacks or portmanteaus were old; the wine was all drunk, and the bottles in which it had been were 

broken; their shoes and clothes were worse than those of the Israelites in forty years, and their 

bread was moldy, v. 4, 5, and again, v. 12, 13.... (3) When they were suspected, and more strictly 

examined as to whence they came, they industriously declined telling the name of their country, 

till the agreement was settled.... They will have it thought that it is a country Joshua knows 

nothing of nor ever heard of, and therefore would be never the wiser if they should tell him the 

name of it.... When they had once said, We have come from a far country (v. 6), they found 

themselves necessitated to say it again (v. 9), and to say what was utterly false concerning their 

bread, their bottles, and their clothes (v. 12, 13), for one lie is an inlet to another, and that to a 

third, and so on. The way of that sin is down-hill." [Matthew Henry's Commentary II, p. 40-41] 

     “Our Lord commended even the unjust steward, because he had done wisely and well for 

himself, Luke 16:8. In submitting to Israel, they submitted to the God of Israel, which implied a 

renunciation of the god they had served, a resignation to the laws of true religion. They had heard 

enough to convince them of the infinite power of the God of Israel, and thence might infer his 

other perfections of wisdom and goodness; and how can we do better for ourselves than surrender 

at discretion to infinite wisdom, and cast ourselves upon the mercy of a God of infinite goodness. 

The submission of these Gibeonites was the more laudable because it was, [1.] Singular. Their 

neighbors took another course, and expected they should join with them. [2.] Speedy. They did 

not stay till Israel had besieged their cities; then it would have been too late to capitulate; but 

when they were at some distance they desired conditions of peace.... Let us imitate these 

Gibeonites, and make our peace with God in the rags of humiliation, godly sorrow, and 

mortification, so our iniquity shall not be our ruin. Let us be servants to Jesus, our blessed Joshua, 

and make a league with him and the Israel of God, and we shall live.” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 41] 

               c. An Error (9:14-15) 

     “They had the Urim and Thummim with them, which they might have advised with in this 

difficult case, and which would have told them no lie, would have led them into no error; but they 

relied so much on their own politics that they thought it needless to bring the matter to the 

oracle.... We make more haste than good speed in any business when we stay not to take God 

along with us, and by the word and prayer to consult him.... Would we acknowledge him in all 



our ways, we should find them more safe, easy, and successful.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary 

II, p. 42] 

     “The leaders of Israel succumbed to four Temptations ⎯  

1. To Achieve a desired end without paying the price (9:15). 

2. To Accept a semblance of antiquity without questioning its authority (9:13). 

3. To Agree to an alliance without due investigation (9:6-15). 

4. To Act on their own without seeking divine guidance (9:14).” 

[Naismith, 2,400 Scripture Outlines, Anecdotes, Notes, & Quotes, p. 31] 

     “The Israelites relied on the evidence of their senses instead of the counsel of God.” [Gray & 

Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 580] 

     "What an ominous sound there is in those words!  They portend disaster..." [Meyer, Joshua, p. 

117] 

     “Deceit has played no minor part in the history of the world. Many a strong fortress has yielded to 

it which long defied the power of strength. Many a noble cause has by it been lost; many a noble 

nature degraded. In this narrative we have an illustration of the folly of those who are deceived. Let 

us show the probable cause of their disastrous neglect: ‘they asked not, etc.’ Why? 1. Their 

sympathies were enlisted. Feeling blinded them to duty. Feeling is a little child whose hand is full of 

luscious fruit, but she must no go alone; reason must take her hand, or the robber may have what was 

designed for the beggar. 2. Their pride was flattered: ‘we are your servants.’ A very flattering portrait 

often leads the person for whom it is intended to praise the faithfulness and honesty of the artist.” [R. 

A. Griffin in Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 580]  

     “Never, never, NEVER trust your own judgment in anything. What common sense says that a 

course is right, lift your heart to God, for the path of faith and the path of blessing may be in a path 

completely opposite to that which you call common sense. When voices tell you that action is urgent, 

that something must be done immediately, refer everything to the tribunal of heaven. Then, if you are 

still in doubt, dare to stand still. If you are called on to act and you have no time to pray, don’t act. If 

you are called on to move in a certain direction and cannot wait until you have peace with God about 

it, don’t move. Be strong enough and brave enough to dare to stand and wait on God, for none of 

them that wait on him shall ever be ashamed. That is the only way to outmatch the devil." [Alan 

Redpath. Victorious Christian Living: Studies in the Book of Joshua, (Westwood, NJ: Fleming H. 

Revell Company, 1955), p. 142-143] Cf. James 1:5 

               d. A Decision (9:16-27) 

     “The fraud soon discovered, by which this league was procured. A lying tongue is but for a 

moment, and truth will be the daughter of time. Within three days they found, to their great 

surprise, that the cities which these ambassadors had treated for were very near them, but one 

night's footmarch from the camp at Gilgal.... They did indeed submit to the restraints which this 

league laid upon them, and smote not the cities of the Gibeonites, neither slew the persons nor 

seized the prey; but it vexed them to have their hands thus tied, and they murmured against the 

princes (v. 18).... A citizen of Zion swears to his own hurt and changes not, Psalm 15:4…. 

However their adherence to it might be displeasing to the congregation, it is plain that it was 

acceptable to God; for when, in pursuance of this league, they undertook the protection of the 

Gibeonites, God gave them the most glorious victory that ever they had in all their wars (Joshua 

10), and long afterwards severely avenged the wrong Saul did to the Gibeonites in violation of 

this league, 2 Samuel 21:1.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 42-43]  

     Joshua's "tongue had bound his heart and hands, so that neither might stir... If any Israelite had 

but pulled down one stone from their walls, or shed one drop of Gibeonitish blood, he had not 

less plagues all Israel for perjury, than Achan had before plagued them for sacrilege…. When, 

three hundred years after, Saul...slew some of these Gibeonites, although out of a well-meant 

zeal, all Israel smarted for the fact, with a three years’ famine.... Neither could this wrong be 

expiated, but by the blood of Saul’s seven sons hanged up at the very court gates of their father.” 

[Hall I, p. 261] 



     “Three days to discover their error. 

     “But a lifetime to live with it!” [Boice, p. 74] 

     “Learn: ⎯ 1. Make vows with the utmost caution: Keep them with scrupulous fidelity” [Gray 

& Adams Bible Commentary II, p. 581] Cf. II Samuel 21:1-14 

     “...Joshua did not give up; rather, he made his mistakes work for him... That is the mark of a great 

leader.” [Wiersbe, With the Word, p. 134] 

     “Joshua and the princes had promised them life, they promised them not liberty: no covenant was 

passed against their servitude. It was just therefore with the rulers of Israel to make slavery both the 

price of their lives and their deceit." [Hall I, p. 261]   

     “Joshua condemns them to servitude, as a punishment of their fraud (v. 23), and they submit to 

the sentence (v. 25), and for aught that appears both sides are pleased.... This may be looked upon 

as typifying the admission of the Gentiles into the gospel church.” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 44] 

     “This has been a very exciting and instructive excursion, including...the territory of the 

Gibeonites... I was forcibly reminded of one item in the sentence of condemnation pronounced 

upon them for their cunning deception ⎯that they should be hewers of wood ⎯ by the long files 

of women and children carrying on their heads heavy bundles of wood. It seemed to be hard 

work, especially to the young girls. 

     “It is the severest kind of drudgery, and my compassion has often been en listed in behalf of 

the poor women and children, who daily bring loads of wood to Jerusalem from these very 

mountains of the Gibeonites. To carry water, also, is very laborious and fatiguing.  The fountains 

are far off, in deep wadies with steep banks, and a thousand times Have I seen the feeble and the 

young staggering up long and weary ways with large jars of water on their heads. It is the work of 

slaves, and of the very poor, whose condition is still worse.” [W. H. Thompson, The Land and the 

Book, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1954), p. 668]  

     “Though they spared their lives, yet they seized their liberties, and sentenced them to be 

hewers of wood and drawers of water to the congregation, v. 21.” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 43] 


