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            4. Faithful to the Gibeonites (10:1-43) 

     “Joshua and the hosts of Israel had now been a good while in the land of Canaan, and no great 

matters were effected; they were made masters of Jericho by a miracle, of Ai by stratagem, and of 

Gibeon by surrender, and that was all; hitherto the progress of their victories had not seemed 

proportionable to the magnificence of their entry and the glory of their beginnings.... But... 

Canaan was not to be conquered in a day. God had said that by little and little he would drive out 

the Canaanites, Exodus 23:30. He that believeth will not make haste, or conclude that the promise 

will never be performed because it is not performed so soon as he expected.” [Matthew Henry's 

Commentary II, p. 45] 

     “The conquest of southern Canaan. Joshua first defeats the five kings at Bethhoron, and then 

gains possession of the southern cities.” [Young, An Introduction to the Old Testament, p. 176] 

                a. The Attack  (10:1-5) 

     “The life of the Gibeonites must cost them servitude from Israel, and dangers from their 

neighbors." [Hall I, p. 262] 

     “Five kings combine against the Gibeonites. Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem was the first 

mover and ringleader of this confederacy." [Matthew Henry's Commentary II, p. 45] 

     “It is a point of minor interest that this is the first mention of the city of Jerusalem in the 

Bible.” [Boice, p. 79] 

     “Out of the larger confederacy of the whole Canaanite chiefs against Joshua and his people 

recorded in the beginning of chap. 9., a smaller number, headed by Adonizedec, undertook the 

special task of chastising the Gibeonites, who had not only refused to join the confederacy, but, as 

it was thought, basely and treacherously surrendered to Joshua. It is interesting to find the King of 

Jerusalem, Adonizedec, bearing a name so similar to that of Melchizedek, King of Salem, in the 

days of Abraham. No doubt, since the days of Jerome, there have been some who have denied 

that the Salem of Melchizedek was Jerusalem. But the great mass of opinion is in favor of the 

identity of the two places. Melchizedek means King of Righteousness; Adonizedec, Lord of 

Righteousness; in substance the same. It was a striking name for a ruler, and it was remarkable 

that it should have been kept up so long, although in the time of Adonizedec its significance had 

probably been forgotten. Jerusalem was but five miles south of Gibeon; the other four capitals, 

whose chiefs joined in the expedition, were farther off. Hebron, eighteen miles south of 

Jerusalem, was memorable in patriarchal history as the dwelling-place of Abraham and the burial-

place of his family; Jarmuth, hardly mentioned in the subsequent history, is now represented by 

Yarmuk, six miles from Jerusalem; Lachish, of which we have frequent mention in Scripture, is 

probably represented by Um Lakis, about fifteen miles southwest of Jerusalem; and Eglon by 

Ajlan, a little farther west. The five little kingdoms embraced most of the territory afterwards 

known as the tribe of Judah, and they must have been far more than a match for Gibeon. Their 

chiefs are called ‘the five Amorite kings,’ but this does not imply that they were exclusively of 

the Amorite race, for ‘Amorite,’ like ‘Canaanite,’ is often used generically to denote the whole 

inhabitants (as in Genesis 15:16). The five chiefs were so near Gibeon that it was quite natural for 

them to undertake this expedition. No doubt they reckoned that, by making a treaty with Joshua, 

the Gibeonites had strengthened his hands and weakened those of his opponents; they had made 

resistance to Joshua more difficult for the confederacy, and therefore they deserved to be 

chastised. To turn their arms against Gibeon, when they had Joshua to deal with, was probably an 

unwise proceeding; but to their resources it would seem a very easy task. Gibeon enjoyed nothing 

of that aid from a great unseen Power that made Joshua so formidable; could they have dreamt 

that Joshua would come to the assistance of his new allies, and with God’s help inflict on them a 

crushing defeat....” [Blaikie, p. 688] 



     “The traitor city of Gibeon was the object of the attack of the combined forces; partly because its 

defection had aroused the fiercest animosity of its former allies, and partly that by its occupation they 

might be able to interpose one further barrier to the invasion of the Israelites.” [Meyer, Joshua, p. 

122] 

     “Who would not rather have looked that these kings should have tried to have followed the copy 

of this league? Or, if their fingers did itch to fight, why did they not rather think of a defensive war 

against Israel, than an offensive against the Gibeonites? Gibeon was strong and would not be won 

without blood; yet these Amorites, which at their best, were too weak for Israel, would spend their 

forces beforehand on their neighbors.” [Hall I, p. 263] 

     “The battle of Gibeon is one of the most important in the history of the world; it is one of the 

few military engagements which belong equally to ecclesiastical and to civil history, which have 

decided equally the fortunes of the world and of the church.” [Stanley in Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 582] 

                b. The Plea (10:6) 

     “When you make an agreement with the enemy, there is no end to the problems you create for 

yourself. Israel had to defend the very people they should have defeated.” [Wiersbe, With the Word, 

p. 134] 

     “The Gibeonites send notice to Joshua of the distress and danger they are in, v. 6. Now they 

expect benefit from the league they had made with Israel, because, though it was obtained by 

deceit, it was afterwards confirmed when the truth came out. They think Joshua obliged to help 

them, (1.) In conscience, because they were his servants.... Thus David pleads with God (Psalm 

119:94), I am thine, save me; and so may we, if indeed we be his. (2.) In honor, because the 

ground of their enemies' quarrel with them was the respect they had shown to Israel, and the 

confidence they had in a covenant with them." [Matthew Henry's Commentary II, p. 45-46] 

     “The case was very serious for the Gibeonites. As Gibeon lay so near Jerusalem and the cities 

of the other confederates, it is likely that the appearance of the enemy before its walls was the 

first, or nearly the first, intimation of the coming attack. In their extremity they sent to Joshua 

imploring help, and the terms in which they besought him not to lose a moment, but come to them 

at his utmost speed, show the urgency of their danger. To appeal to Joshua at all after their 

shameful fraud was a piece of presumption, unless — and this is very unlikely — the treaty 

between them had promised protection from enemies.” [Blaikie, p. 689]  

     “Whither should we fly, but to our Joshua, when the powers of darkness, like mighty 

Amorites, have besieged us?.. If we trust to our own resistance, we cannot stand; we cannot 

miscarry, it we trust to his.” [Hall I, p. 264] 

                c. The Answer (10:7) 

     “Had Joshua been of a mean nature he would have chuckled over their distress, and 

congratulated himself that now he would get rid of these Gibeonites without trouble on his part. 

But the same generosity that had refused to take advantage of their fraud when it was detected 

showed itself in this their time of need. Joshua was encamped at Gilgal on the banks of the 

Jordan; for the arguments that suppose him to have been at another Gilgal are not consistent with 

the terms used in the narrative (e.g., ver. 9, ‘went up from Gilgal all night’). From Gilgal to 

Gibeon the distance is upwards of twenty miles, and a great part of the way is steep and difficult.” 

[Blaikie, p. 689] 

     “"Which of us would not have thought Joshua had a good pretence for his forbearance, and 

have said, You have stolen your league with me; why do ye expect help from him whom you 

have deceived? All that we promised you was a sufferance to live. Enjoy what we promised, we 

will not take your life from you.... We never promised to hazard our lives for you, to give you life 

with the loss of our own.” [Hall I, p. 264] 

     “It was generous and just in Joshua to help his new allies, though perhaps the king of 

Jerusalem, when he attacked them, little thought that Joshua would be so ready to help them, but 

expected he would abandon them as Canaanites, the rather because they had obtained their league 



with him by fraud; therefore he speaks with assurance (v. 4) of smiting Gibeon. But Joshua knew 

that his promise to let them live obliged him, not only not to slay them himself, but not to stand 

by and see them slain when it was in the power of his hand to prevent it...” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 46] 

     "Ere the sun went down, orders had passed through the camp that the men of war should be ready 

for a midnight march; and at dead of night he climbed the pass from Gilgal to Gibeon — fifteen 

difficult miles — and came upon the sleeping host suddenly before they had time to prepare 

themselves to fight." [Meyer, Joshua, p. 123] 

     “If one of the tribes of Israel had been in danger, he could not have shown more care or zeal 

for its relief than here for Gibeon... Scarcely had the confederate princes got their forces together, 

and sat down before Gibeon, when Joshua was upon them, the surprise of which would put them 

into the greatest confusion.... When Joshua found he could not reach Gibeon in a day, lest he 

should lose any real advantages against the enemy, or so much as seem to come short or to 

neglect his new allies, he marched all night, resolving not to give sleep to his eyes, nor slumber to 

his eyelids, till he had accomplished this enterprise. It was well the forces he took with him were 

mighty men of valor, not only able-bodied men, but men of spirit and resolution, and hearty in the 

cause, else they neither could nor would have borne this fatigue, but would have murmured at 

their leader and would have asked, ‘Is this the rest we were promised in Canaan?’ But they well 

considered that the present toil was in order to a happy settlement, and therefore were reconciled 

to it.... But why needed Joshua to put himself and his men so much to the stretch? Had not God 

promised him that without fail he would deliver the enemies into his hand? It is true he had; but 

God's promises are intended, not to slacken and supersede, but to quicken and encourage our 

endeavors...” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 46] 

     “Joshua marches all night, and fights all day for the Gibeonites." [Hall I, p. 265] 

                d. The Encouragement (10:8) 

     “...Fear not, that is, (1.) ‘Doubt not of the goodness of thy cause and the clearness of thy call; 

though it be to assist Gibeonites, thou art in the way of duty, and God is with thee of a truth.’ (2.) 

‘Dread not the power of the enemy; though so many kings are confederate against thee, and are 

resolved to make their utmost efforts for the reduction of Gibeon, and it may be will fight 

desperately in a desperate cause, yet let not this discourage thee, I have delivered them into thy 

hand’...” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 46] 

     “This reassurance was needed because the league with Gibeon was depressing Joshua and the 

host to be attacked the most formidable Joshua had met.” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 

582] 

                e. The Victory (10:9-11) 

     “Encouraged by the assurance of Divine protection and favored by the moonlight, Joshua, by a 

marvelous act of pluck and energy, went up by night, reached Gibeon in the morning, fell upon 

the army of the assembled kings, possibly while it was yet dark, and utterly discomfited them. It 

would have been natural for the routed armies to make for Jerusalem, only five miles off, by the 

south road, but either Joshua had occupied that road, or it was too difficult for a retreat. The way 

by which they did retreat, running west from Gibeon, is carefully described. First they took the 

way ‘that goeth up to Bethhoron.’ As soon as they had traversed the plain of Gibeon, they 

ascended a gentle slope leading towards Bethhoron the upper, then fled down the well-known 

pass, through the two Bethhorons, upper and nether, making for Jarmuth, Lachish, and other 

towns at the bottom of the hills. In the course of their descent a hailstorm overtook them, one of 

those terrific storms which seem hardly credible to us, but are abundantly authenticated both in 

ancient and modern times, and ‘they which died with hailstones were more than they whom the 

children of Israel slew with the sword.’ The Israelites, exhausted, no doubt, with their night 

march and morning exertions, seem to have been outstripped by the flying army, and in this way 

to have escaped the shower of hail.” [Blaikie, p. 689] 

     “Joshua fought, but God discomfited the Amorites.” [Hall I, p. 265]  



     “God showed his great power in defeating the enemies whom Joshua so vigorously attacked, 

v. 10, 11. Joshua had a very numerous and powerful army with him, hands enough to dispatch a 

dispirited enemy, so that the enemy might have been scattered by the ordinary fate of war; but 

God himself would appear in this great and decisive battle, and draw up the artillery of heaven 

against the Canaanites, to demonstrate to this people that they got not this land in possession by 

their own sword, neither did their own arm save them, but God's right hand and his arm, Psalm 

44:3. The Lord discomfited them before Israel. Israel did what they could, and yet God did all. 

     “[1.] It must needs be a very great terror and confusion to the enemy to perceive that heaven 

itself fought against them; for who can contest with, flee from, or fence against, the powers of 

heaven? They had affronted the true God and robbed him of his honor by worshipping the host of 

heaven, giving that worship to the creature which is due to the Creator only; and now the host of 

heaven fights against them, and even that part of the creation which they had idolized is at war 

with them.... 

     “[2.] Besides the terror struck upon them, there was a great slaughter made of them by hail-

stones, which were so large, and came down with such a force, that more were killed by the hail-

stones than by the sword of the Israelites...” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 46-47] 

     ”hailstones, one of the fearful tempests, which from time to time sweep over the hills of 

Palestine, burst upon the disordered army, and hailstones of enormous size fell upon their shattered 

ranks.…masses of from half a pound to a pound in weight...” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, 

p. 582] 

     “If they had no enemy but Israel, they might hope to run away from death, since fear is a better 

footman than desire of revenge; but now, whithersoever they run, heaven will be about their 

heads.... ‘It is a fearful thi8ng to fall into the hands of the living God.’ He hath more ways of 

vengeance than he hath creatures. The same heaven that sent forth water to the old world, fire to 

the Sodomites, lightning and thunder-bolts to the Egyptians, sends out hail-stones to the 

Amorites.” [Hall I, p. 265-266] 

                f. The Miracle (10:12-15) 

     “There is a text in the tenth chapter of Joshua that has been used to great effect by Leland 

Wong, an evangelist to Chinese people in America. At the top of his letterhead there are phrases 

from three verses: Joshua 10:13 (‘The sun stood still’); 2 Kings 6:6 (‘The iron did float’); and 

Psalm 48:14 (‘This God is out God’). I have often used these verses as a testimony to the 

greatness of the God of the Bible, the God who does miracles.” [Boice, p. 78] 

     “We often read in history of battles which the night put an end to, the shadows of which 

favored the retreat of the conquered; to prevent this advantage to the enemy in their flight, the day 

was doubled, that the hand of Israel might find out all their enemies...” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 48] 

     “It is not enough that the Amorites fly, but that the greatest planets of heaven must stay their 

course, to witness and wonder at the discomfiture.” [Hall I, p. 266] 

     “There are several miracles referred to in Scripture in connection with the sun. When the sun 

was darkened in Egypt (Exodus 10:21); when the ‘light of it shall become sevenfold’; when the 

shadow went back on the dial of Ahaz (Isaiah 38:8); when the sun was darkened at the crucifixion 

(Matthew 27:45); when the sun shall become black as sackcloth (Revelation 6:12); when it shall 

scorch men with fire. But this is the most extraordinary of them all, nay, of all the miracles of the 

Bible. It is quiet and beneficent; it is conservative, not destructive; it arrests but does not injure. It 

is not like the deluge, or the plagues of Egypt, desolating and death-dealing; nor like the Red Sea, 

or Sinai, or Jordan, or the descending fire on Carmel. It is simply a stoppage of creation's 

movements, the arresting the descent of the two great lights, making day a little longer. It does 

not look like a miracle, for there is no change in sun, or moon, or sky, or earth; yet it is this ‘no 

change’ that is the greatest of all miracles, — ‘There was no day like that, before it or after it, that 

the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man.’ The time had not come when they should have no 

more need of the sun. 



     “The thing was done in a moment, without premeditation or preparation; not by fasting and 

prayer, or an appeal to God, as in the miracles of Moses and Elijah; but by a command, a word, 

addressed directly to sun and moon; as if Joshua were assuming the Creator's authority; the 

command of faith, uttered in simple confidence in God; the word of one man; the word of a man 

in sympathy and fellowship with God. O confidence in God, what can'st thou not accomplish! 

Joshua is a man of like passions as we are, yet he speaks to the sun and it stands still! 
     “It is not only a very extraordinary miracle in itself, but it is a very manifest one; not done in a 

corner, but open to the eyes of all. That long long day in Palestine would doubtless be 

remembered forever. It could not be hid. It was in one respect a beneficent miracle; in another, 

indirectly, destructive; for it enabled Israel to overthrow their enemies; and in such a ruin God is 

glorified. It was, we might say, a very superfluous miracle. Why not enable Joshua to cut short 

the work, or send the lightning or the earthquake? God does not always economize His forces, 

His gifts, His treasures. He loves sometimes to shew how He can lavish His fullness, — how He 

can be, as men say, extravagant. How completely a much lesser miracle would have served the 

purpose! Yet he does not grudge this, in answer to the word of one of his saints. Stupendous and 

superfluous it does seem to us, — for the one stoppage of the sun (or earth) includes so many 

other stoppages and the forthputting of an amount of Power, absolutely inconceivable. We can 

measure the amount of power put forth in severing the Red Sea or the Jordan; but the arrestment 

of sun and moon involves an amount of power beyond all calculation or conception. 

     “I. Familiarize your minds with a great miracle like this. Do not try to lower it or diminish it, 

or empty it of the supernatural. Take it for what it is here stated to be. God means what he says. 

He does not exaggerate. Take it for what it is. 

     “(1.) It will enlarge your thoughts of God. He is seen in this miracle as infinitely great and 

powerful; able to arrest sun and moon in a moment. We need to have our thoughts elevated, 

expanded, greatened. It is with a great God that we have to do. Alpine or Grampian magnificence 

declares His greatness; but this far more. In days when man tries to ake himself look great, and to 

think himself powerful; it is well to remember the greatness of Jehovah. 

     “(2.) It will increase your reverence. Reverence of God comes, in part at least, from what we 

see of his power and majesty. We must be steeped in such views of God as this miracle gives us, 

that we may be delivered from flippancy and frivolity in dealing with God, — in prayer and 

praise. Are we sufficiently reverential? Are we bowed down in spirit before this mighty God? 

     “(3.) It will give you a true insight into the true supernatural. The tendency of the age is to 

disbelieve the supernatural; to assume that man occupies the whole space of being; and that 

beyond what he sees, and hears, and feels, there is nothing, — no room for angels or spirits, no 

room for God, no room for agencies apart from known forces and ascertained laws. The Bible is 

full of the superhuman and supernatural. In studying it we are delivered from superstition, which 

is the supernatural of the fake, and taught the world of faith, which is the supernatural of the true. 

For faith deals with the true supernatural, the divine supernatural. It is the evidence of things not 

seen. 

     “II. Have faith in God. Here is a miracle so great that we can hardly ask for a greater; hence 

we ought to say, ‘Is there anything too hard for God.’ It cherishes faith and expectation. It shows 

what God is willing to do for men like ourselves. Let us not be staggered by the greatness or 

difficulty of any work, or the power of any enemy. What though we needed a miracle? If not a 

visible miracle, yet something as great? Is not God willing to do it for us? There is still power, 

still love. He still takes part with His Israel against their enemies. Let us be trustful, believing, 

brave. If God be for us, who can be against us? What cannot faith do? What cannot unbelief mar? 

Have faith in God. Not in self, man, schemes, societies, organizations, churches, money, intellect, 

science, progress; but in God. Let us be Joshuas. Let us shew what one living man, armed with 

the living word, can do with the living God!” [Horatius Bonar, Light & Truth: Bible Thoughts & 

Themes I, (Muskegon, MI: Dust & Ashes Publications, 1867), p. 77-79]  



     “And now all nations shall well see, that there is a higher than their highest; that their gods are 

but servants to the God whom themselves should serve; at whose pleasure both they and nature 

shall stand at once.” [Hall I, p. 267] 

     “But surely this stupendous miracle of the standing still of the sun was intended for something 

more than merely to give Israel so much the more time to find out and kill their enemies, which, 

without this, might have been done the next day. First, God would hereby magnify Joshua 

(Joshua 3:7), as a particular favorite, and one whom he did delight to honor, being a type of him 

who has all power both in heaven and in earth and whom the winds and the seas obey. Secondly, 

He would hereby notify to all the world what he was doing for his people Israel here in Canaan; 

the sun, the eye of the world, must be fixed for some hours upon Gibeon and the valley of Ajalon, 

as if to contemplate the great works of God there for Israel, and so to engage the children of men 

to look that way, and to enquire of this wonder done in the land, 2 Chronicles 32:31. 

Proclamation was hereby made to all the neighboring nations. Come, behold the works of the 

Lord (Psalm 46:8), and say, What nation is there so great as Israel is, who has God so nigh unto 

them?... Thirdly, He would hereby convince and confound those idolaters that worshipped the sun 

and moon and gave divine honors to them, by demonstrating that they were subject to the 

command of the God of Israel, and that, as high as they were, he was above them; and thus he 

would fortify his people against temptations to this idolatry, which he foresaw they would be 

addicted to (Deuteronomy 4:19), and which, notwithstanding this, they afterwards corrupted 

themselves with.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 48] 

     “Joshua records that God extended the daylight for a period of about a day... This has raised 

the objection that, if the earth were to cease its rotation, the laws of physics would wreak havoc 

on everything on the planet’s surface including the seas. There are two ways to respond to this... 

First, the text does not demand that the earth’s rotation stop. Rather, it suggests that it slowed 

down as verse 13 says, the sun ‘did not hasten to go down for about a whole day.’ This indicates 

that the sun still moved across the sky, speaking in terms of appearance, but did so at a slower 

rate. It is still possible, though that even this slowing would upset the gravitational balance, which 

leads to the second response. If God could make the sun shine for an extra twenty-four hours, 

couldn’t He work out the details of how it was done too? This is a miracle, after all. Whatever 

supernatural causes God used to slow the earth, why couldn’t He also use these causes to 

maintain order while He did it? Any God big enough to accomplish the first part of the miracle is 

big enough to do the whole thing. The only reason to raise such an objection is disbelief that a 

miracle could have happened at all.” [Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks, When Skeptics Ask: A 

Handbook on Christian Evidence, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1996), p. 177] 

     “In some respects this victory had a special significance. In the first place, it had a most 

important bearing on the success of the whole enterprise; its suddenness, its completeness, its 

manifold grandeur being admirably fitted to paralyze the enemy in other parts of the country, arid 

open the whole region to Joshua. By some it has been compared to the battle of Marathon, not 

only on account of the suddenness with which the decisive blow was struck, but also on account 

of the importance of the interests involved. It was a battle for freedom, for purity, for true 

religion, in opposition to tyranny, idolatry, and abominable sensuality; for all that is wholesome 

in human life, in opposition to all that is corrupt; for all that makes for peaceful progress, in 

opposition to all that entails degradation and misery. The prospects of the whole world were 

brighter after that victory of Bethhoron.” [Blaikie, p. 689-690] 

                g. The Execution (10:16-27) 

     “To the middle of the tenth chapter of Joshua, the story of the conquest of Canaan is told in 

detail. There have only been three real engagements at Jericho, Ai and on the hills near Gibeon, 

the last of which flowed over into a great running battle as the panicked Amorites fled south 

toward their fortified mountain cities. These stories have been carefully told. Now this method of 

recounting the invasion changes. Instead of a careful telling of the military and other details of 



each battle, there are quick summaries of the campaigns that led the advancing Jewish armies first 

south and then north thought the land.” [Boice, p. 85-86].  

     “The forces that had dispersed themselves must be followed and smitten. When tidings were 

brought to Joshua where the kings were he ordered a guard to be set upon them for the present (v. 

18), reserving them for another day of destruction, and to be brought forth to a day of wrath, Job 

21:30. He directs his men to pursue the common soldiers, as much as might be, to prevent their 

escaping to the garrisons, which would strengthen them, and make the reduction of them the more 

difficult, v. 19. Like a prudent general, he does that first which is most needful, and defers his 

triumphs till he has completed his conquests.... The cave which they fled to, and trusted in for a 

refuge, became their prison.... Their refuge of lies will but bind them over to God's judgment.... 

God would hereby punish the abominable wickedness of these kings, the measure of whose 

iniquity was now full. And, by this public act of justice done upon these ringleaders of the 

Canaanites in sin, he would possess his people with the greater dread and detestation of those sins 

of the nations that God cast out from before them, which they would be tempted to imitate.... He 

would hereby give a type and figure of Christ's victories over the powers of darkness, and 

believers' victories through him. All the enemies of the Redeemer shall be made his footstool, 

Psalm 110:1. And see Psalm 18:40. The kings of the earth set themselves against him (Psalm 2:2), 

but sooner or later we shall see all things put under Him (Hebrews 2:8), and principalities and 

powers made a show of, Colossians 2:15. And in these triumphs we are more than conquerors, 

may tread upon the lion and adder (Psalm 91:13), may ride on the high places of the earth 

(Isaiah 58:14), and may be confident that the God of peace shall tread Satan under our feet, shall 

do it shortly and do it effectually, Romans 16:20. See Psalm 149:8, 9.... That which they thought 

would have been their shelter was made their prison first and then their grave;” [Matthew Henry’s 

Commentary II, p. 49-50] 

     “smite the hindmost, lit. cut off the tail; this haste was necessary because the day was 

passing, and the fugitives were making for the walled cities.” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary 

I, p. 583] 

     “(24) put your feet, this was according to the usage portrayed on the monuments of 

Assyria and Egypt. It was a symbolic of complete subjection.” [Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 584] 

     (27) took them down, according to Mosaic law, De. Xxi.22, 23; Jos. viii.29.” [Gray 

& Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 584] 
     “God has enemies still, within and without, with whom we are called to contend. ‘For we 

wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.’ When we are fighting with 

the enemy within our own hearts leniency is our great temptation, but at the same time our 

greatest snare. What we need here is, courage to slay. We content ourselves with confessions and 

regrets, but the enemy lives, returns to the attack, and keeps us in perpetual discomfort. Oh, that 

in this battle we resembled Joshua, aiming at killing the enemy outright, and leaving nothing 

belonging to him that breathes!” [Blaikie, p. 691] 

       "We must remember that the Israelites were the executioners of divine justice, commissioned to 

give effect to the sentence which the foul impurities of Canaan called for." [Meyer, Joshua, p. 128] 

                h. The Conquest (10:28-43) 

     “I. Here is a particular account of the several cities which he immediately made himself master 

of. 1. The cities of three of the kings whom he had conquered in the field he went and took 

possession of, Lachish (v. 31, 32), Eglon (v. 34, 35), and Hebron, v. 36, 37. The other two, 

Jerusalem and Jarmuth, were not taken at this time... Three other cities, and royal cities too, he 

took: Makkedah, into the neighborhood of which the five kings had fled, which brought Joshua 

and his forces thither in pursuit of them, and so hastened its ruin (v. 28), Libnah (v. 29, 30), and 



Debir, v. 38, 39.  ...Horam king of Gezer,...offered to stop the progress of Joshua's arms, and was 

cut off with all his forces, v. 33.... 

     “II. A general account of the country which was hereby reduced and brought into Israel's 

hands (v. 40-42), that part of the land of Canaan of which they first got possession, which lay 

south of Jerusalem, and afterwards fell, for the most part, to the lot of the tribe of Judah. Observe 

in this narrative, 1. The great speed Joshua made in taking these cities... He flew like lightning 

from place to place; and though they all stood it out to the last extremity, and none of these cities 

opened their gates to him, yet in a little time he got them all into his hands, summoned them, and 

seized them, the same day (v. 28), or in two days, v. 32.... 2. The great severity Joshua used 

towards those he conquered. He...put to the sword all the souls (v. 28, 30, 32, 35, etc.), utterly 

destroyed all that breathed (v. 40), and left none remaining. Nothing could justify this military 

execution but that herein they did as the Lord God of Israel commanded (v. 40).... God would 

hereby, (1.) Manifest his hatred of the idolatries and other abominations which the Canaanites had 

been guilty of, and leave us to judge how great the provocation was which they had given him by 

the greatness of the destruction which was brought upon them when the measure of their iniquity 

was full. (2.) He would hereby magnify his love to his people Israel, in giving so many men for 

them.... (3.) Hereby was typified the final and eternal destruction of all the impenitent implacable 

enemies of the Lord Jesus, who, having slighted the riches of his grace, must for ever feel the 

weight of his wrath, and shall have judgment without mercy. Nations that forget God shall be 

turned into hell...” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 51] 

     “Gezer...was not effectually subdued at this time. ...Joshua seems to have been content with 

repulsing his attack, slaying the king, and inflicting a severe defeat upon his people. Gezer itself 

lay too far northward of his present line of operations to justify its capture.” [Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 585] 

 


